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deliver goods for the welfare of the sect which he represents seem to have been the main criteria in selecting the representatives. The procedure of electing the members might have been a simple affair, because the communal heads naturally used to become the members of the village assembly. Those communal heads in their turn were almost nominated unanimously by the community as a whole. We notice certain Nijaramgala Mallisetti and his son being deputed by the community of Dharma-saliyas (weavers) of Mattiya-sthala to install some deities on behalf of the community.21
In the ancient period these village assemblies were vested with some powers, as we notice in the records the frequent reference to the kutumbins (house holder) whom the donor king generally used to address while issuing a grant. In the Omgodu grant of Paliava Vijayaskanda-varman 11 the grama as a corporate body was explicitly addressed along with the officers stating 'Omgodu-rashtre adhikritah, ayuatakah, omgodu gramaschas* This practice to address the elders of the village concerned, by the king continued long. An inscription at Uppumaguluru, Guntur district set up for the merit of Prataparudra, mentions the grama (village) among the witnesses, like Dalva-sakshi, grama-sakshi etc. for maintenance of the gift/23 If we go to still an earlier period, we will wonder that monarchism had limited powers whereas the people and the village committees wielded more powers in the day-to-day administration of the village* The growth of national economy in a kingdom made the monarch encroach on the rights of the village bodies which in course of time lost much of their significant role. In order to protect their own power the kings had necessarily to exercise autocracy in their relations with Lhe mandalikas and subordinates, who in their turn applied the same policy with regard to the subject. So there was no place for the village assemblies, in the real sense, although they were in existence in the later times.
Now we shall turn to the executive powers of these village assemblies during the Kakatiya period. The early chiefs of the family, Beta I and Prola 1 in their respective epigraphs at Sanigaram while making gifts of land to the temples of Juddhamalia-jinalaya and Madhukesvara obtained the permission of the village Gaundas(gramakutas) i.e. the village heads of Senigaram and Bejavarnka, a neighbouring village where the lands were situated.21 It indicates that, though not all, some land in the villages must have been under the control of the village bodies. An epigraph in Ramalingalagudem in the Nalgonda district dated C,V. 29, A.D. 1104 and another at Anumala, in the same district dated A.D.1128, register the appointment of certain Brahmadevayya and Erayana-preggada as prabhus of those places respectively.35 In most of the records of this nature during
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